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64 NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

ing, first, the elements or materials of which the evidence is composed, 
and, next, the manner in which they are applied to the purposes of proof, 
with the principles and rules governing such application. Under the first 
of these heads a large number of facts has been brought together and classi- 
fied under convenient divisions. Nearly all these facts (especially those of 
the criminative class) have been extracted with considerable labor from 
cases of actual occurrence, which are minutely referred to throughout; thus 
furnishing a digest or repository of useful matter not otherwise easily ac- 
cessible. 

This plan has been faithfully carried into execution and the views pre- 
sented in a masterly manner, alike creditable to the industry and scholar- 
ship of the learned author. The references to the cases are very nume- 
rous, embracing most of the celebrated trials which have happened in this 
country or England. This fact causes the volume to be no less entertain- 
ing than instructive, and we cannot send our readers to any volume at 
once so useful and so full of interest. 



The Law of Contracts. By John William Smith, Esq., author of "Leading 
Cases," " Law of Landlord and Tenant," &c. Fourth American, from the Second 
London Edition, hy John George Malcolm, Esq. With Notes and References to 
both English and American Decisions, by William Henry Rawle. And with 
Additional Notes and References to recent American Cases, hy the Hon. George 
Sharswood. Philadelphia : T. & J. W. Johnson & Co. 1856. pp.498. 

Any good book on the law of contracts must command professional 
attention. No branch of law is of such universal and such constant appli- 
cation as the doctrines involved in contracts. This book having already 
been re-produced four times in this country, no notice would seem to be 
necessary at our hands, a reputation having been firmly established. 

The American Notes by able and well known editors add greatly to the 
value of the treatise itself, and have, without doubt, aided much in bringing 
it into professional use. Indeed, it would seem now to be quite indispen- 
sable in the re-production of English books to add American Notes by 
competent hands ; the American decisions being as important and some- 
times as numerous as the English. 



